
leader’s guide

DOCUMENT PURPOSE
This document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture ‘NEVER 
ENDING’. It contains a summary of the BIG Message ‘LIVE’. 
The BIG ‘The Greatest Story Ever Told’ User Guide document 
contains all the service element information, including the 
large group segment of your service.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study this material 
prior to your service to be fully prepared to minister to your 
children.

USER AGREEMENT
Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants 
the buyer (The Licensee), or the organisation they represent, 
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG 
print materials to fit their unique leadership requirements. 
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture 
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please 
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our ‘What We 
Believe’ statement. 

These resources are intended to be printed for use only by 
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not 
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any 
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation 
into a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

© 2018 Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.  

Big Message ‘Live’
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Big Picture:
NEVER ENDING

Big Idea:
ADVENTURE AHEAD

Big Point:
THE GREAT GOD ADVENTURE IS TO BE 
SHARED

Big Word:
LOOK! I AM COMING SOON! I BRING MY 
REWARDS WITH ME. I WILL REWARD EACH 
PERSON FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. 
I AM THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA. I AM 
THE FIRST AND THE LAST.    
I AM THE BEGINNING AND THE END.  
REVELATION 22:12-13 (NIRV)
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  BIG MESSAGE ‘LIVE’ OUTLINE

BIG IDEA: ADVENTURE AHEAD

BIG POINT:  THE GREAT GOD ADVENTURE IS TO BE 
SHARED

BIG WORD: LOOK! I AM COMING SOON! I BRING MY 
REWARDS WITH ME. I WILL REWARD EACH PERSON  
FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. I AM THE ALPHA AND  
THE OMEGA. I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST. I AM THE  
BEGINNING AND THE END. REVELATION 22:12-13 (NIRV)

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the conclusion of this lesson children will: 
•  discover that living for God is an adventure.
• understand that we share the adventure with a 

community of believers.
• be introduced to the books of Romans through to 

Philemon.

BUILD YOUR MESSAGE 
Use the outline in the following pages to construct a message that works for you and your children’s ministry. Pray, read the 
scripture references and choose which elements best suit your audience. Then, prepare by gathering any supplies needed. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: 1 Corinthians 2:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 5:14, 2 Timothy 4:6-7, Hebrews 10:23-25

MY MESSAGE PLAN: 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
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Through these letters we learn that living for God is an 
adventure - not one we are meant to do alone! Living for God 
is a journey that we are meant to embark on with one another. 
Romans 12:4-5 (NIRV), “Each of us has one body with many 
parts. And the parts do not all have the same purpose. So also 
we are many persons. But in Christ we are one body. And each 
part of the body belongs to all the other parts.” The great God 
adventure is  to be shared! The Bible is not just a book, it’s the 
greatest story ever told. 

STORYTELLING CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen images supplied with print material 
files.

Share today’s story about Paul’s missionary adventures by 
allowing the children to choose their own adventure and decide 
the next part of the story. Each time two choices show on the 
screen, take a quick show of hands vote for option 1 or option 
2. The next part of the story is the same no matter what they 
choose but they don’t need to know that, we’ll keep that between 
us ;) 

For today’s story, you are in charge of where the story goes. You 
get to choose your own adventure and decide what happens 
next as we discover some of the adventures from the life of 
Paul.

A man named Saul was going after followers of Jesus and 
doing everything he could to stop them sharing the gospel. 
He hated Christians! One day, he was on the road headed to 
Damascus.

Choose your own adventure to see what happened next! (Show 
screen image 1 showing two options, invite the audience to 
raise their hands if they want option 1 or option 2)

The adventure for Saul was about to begin. As he walked 
along the road, a bright light shone right in his eyes and he 
heard the voice of Jesus! From then on, instead of attacking 
Christians, Saul became one of them! He would later have his 
name changed to Paul. His life was going in one direction and 
when he began to follow Jesus, his life was set on a course of 
great adventure ahead.

Choose your own adventure to see what happened next! (Show 
screen image 2 showing two options, invite the audience to 
raise their hands if they want option 1 or option 2)

Now instead of him chasing down Christians, Paul was the one 
being chased! He escaped being arrested by being lowered 
down in a basket, through a hole in the wall! He met some of 
Jesus’ disciples, Peter and James in Jerusalem before he was 
on the run again fleeing to Tarsus.

Paul began his travels to spread the good news about Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit guided Paul and Barnabas on their adventure 
visiting Cilicia, Antioch and then sailing off to Cyprus.  
Everywhere they went, many people were saved!

 

BIG IDEA: ADVENTURE AHEAD  
BIG POINT: THE GREAT GOD ADVENTURE  
IS TO BE SHARED

INTRO TIMELINE
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen image or poster print of The Greatest 
Story Ever Told timeline supplied in print material files. 

The Bible is not just a book, it’s the greatest story ever told! To 
help us understand what happened and when, let’s add to our 
timeline so we can see how it all fits together. 

(Show timeline section 3.2 screen image or poster.)

Today we’ll learn about the adventures that lay ahead for the 
brave men and women who dedicated their lives to sharing 
the good news about Jesus. The best adventure movies have 
obstacles to overcome, great feats of courage and danger 
around every corner. The Greatest Story Ever Told is full of 
adventure just like this.

Paul is one of these brave men whose life was all about 
spreading the gospel and building The Church. He lived one 
very adventurous life. He writes; 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 
(NIRV), “I have been in prison more often. I have suffered 
terrible beatings. Again and again I almost died. Five times 
the Jews gave me 39 strokes with a whip. Three times I was 
beaten with sticks. Once they tried to kill me by throwing 
stones at me. Three times I was shipwrecked. I spent a night 
and a day in the open sea. I have had to keep on the move. I 
have been in danger from rivers. I have been in danger from 
robbers. I have been in danger from my fellow Jews and in 
danger from Gentiles. I have been in danger in the city, in 
the country, and at sea. I have been in danger from people 
who pretended they were believers.  I have worked very hard. 
Often I have gone without sleep. I have been hungry and 
thirsty. Often I have gone without food.” 

The books of the New Testament from Romans through to 
Philemon are a collection of letters believed to be written by 
Paul. These letters were written to churches in different cities 
and the clue to who the letter was written to is in the name 
of the book! Romans to the church in Rome, First and Second 
Corinthians to the church in Corinth, Galatians to the church 
in Galatia, Ephesians to the church in Ephesus, Philippians to 
the church in Philippi, Colossians to the church in Colossae, 
First and Second Thessalonians to the church in Thessaloniki.

Some letters were written to encourage people. Can you 
guess who First and Second Timothy were written to? (Invite 
children to guess.) That’s right, they were written to Timothy! 
Timothy was a faithful man who was like an apprentice to the 
Apostle Paul. Paul trained him in how share the Gospel and 
how to build the church. Even though he was young, Timothy 
learned how to inspire people to follow Jesus and he taught 
them what it is like to be part of God’s family.

Can you guess who Titus was written to? (Invite children 
to guess.) That’s right, it was written to Titus, another man 
who worked alongside Paul. Can you guess who Philemon 
was written to? (Invite children to guess.) That’s right, it was 
written to Philemon, another man who also worked alongside 
Paul as he shared the good news. 

REMINDER: This is a great time to play the ‘Big 
Story’ video to your group. We find it breaks up your Big 
Message Live really well and keeps the children focussed.
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BIG IDEA: ADVENTURE AHEAD  
BIG POINT: THE GREAT GOD ADVENTURE  
IS TO BE SHARED

STORYTELLING CONTINUED...
Choose your own adventure to see what happened next! (Show 
screen image 3 showing two options, invite the audience to 
raise their hands if they want option 1 or option 2)

Paul was travelling now with Silas and they were thrown into 
prison after healing a young girl who was a slave. It was midnight 
and there, locked in chains and behind bars, Paul and Silas sang 
praises to God. Then the ground shook, their chains fell and the 
doors to the prison flew open. They were free! The jailer asked 
them, “What must I do to be saved?”

“Have faith in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved!”, They said.

Choose your own adventure to see what happened next! (Show 
screen image 4 showing two options, invite the audience to 
raise their hands if they want option 1 or option 2)

Paul travelled from place to place encouraging the followers of 
Jesus and telling others about Him, all the while with danger 
around every corner. No matter what happened, God was right 
beside him through it all.

Acts 18:9-10 (CEV), “One night, Paul had a vision, and in it the 
Lord said, “Don’t be afraid to keep on preaching. Don’t stop! I 
am with you, and you won’t be harmed. Many people in this city 
belong to me.”

He preached to crowds, faced Roman officials, emperors and 
kings, telling everyone about Jesus every chance he got.

Choose your own adventure to see what happened next! (Show 
screen image 5 showing two options, invite the audience to 
raise their hands if they want option 1 or option 2)

Paul was put in a ship as a prisoner and while at sea, a huge 
storm battered the ship so badly it broke apart. People held onto 
planks of wood and floated to safety on the shore of an Island. 
Paul built a fire to keep everyone warm and a snake crawled out 
of the wood and bit him on the hand. Paul shook the snake off 
and wasn’t harmed!

The Governor of the Island invited Paul to visit and there Paul 
prayed for the Governor’s father who was sick. After Paul laid 
hands on the man, he was healed! Everyone Paul prayed for 
there was healed and Paul was able to set sail again to Rome.

Choose your own adventure to see what happened next! (Show 
screen image 6 showing two options, invite the audience to 
raise their hands if they want option 1 or option 2)

In between all the twists and turns, Paul penned letters to the 
churches in different cities. He encouraged them and challenged 
them to live a life that follows Christ’s example. To love one 
another and build each other up. He wrote, Romans 12:10 (NIRV), 
“Love one another deeply. Honour others more than yourselves.” 
Paul addressed issues and misunderstandings, he pointed them 
always back to Jesus and His love, making sure they were not 
just a crowd of people but a community of believers living out 
their great God adventure together.

 OBJECT LESSON MAZE
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen images supplied with print material 
files.

(Show object lesson screen image 1)

We may think that our lives are like this line, pretty 
straightforward with a few highs and lows along the road.

Maybe our lives are a bit more like a maze!

(Show object lesson screen image 2)

In June 2018, the Yancheng Dafeng Dream Maze in Yancheng, 
Jiangsu, China was declared by Guinness World Records as the 
world’s largest permanent hedge maze. It measures  
35,596.74 m² (383,160.12 ft²) in size. 

The hedges are tall and the main maze is in the shape of an 
elk as there are smaller circular and heart shape mazes around 
the edges. The maze is so big that they have ten rest areas 
so while you’re trying to make your way through, you can stop 
for a break. Along the 9,457.36 m (31028 ft 1 in) of pathways 
there are treasure hunts, puzzles and games. 

Living a God adventure life can feel a bit like making our way 
through a big hedge maze. While we are on the path, we can’t 
always see which way to go. We make choices of which path 
to follow and on the way, there is adventure, rest stops and 
puzzles to solve. We may not know what’s around the corner 
but with God leading us, we aren’t lost in the maze of life, He 
shows us the way. Things may not go the way we have planned 
but God’s plan has more adventure than we could imagine for 
ourselves. We don’t do it alone, we have each other to share 
the adventure with!

The Apostle Paul lived an adventurous life for God and he 
shared that adventure with others. He spent time with some 
of Jesus’ disciples, he travelled with Silas and Barnabas and he 
trained up Timothy and Titus.

The great God adventure is to be shared!
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BIG IDEA: ADVENTURE AHEAD  
BIG POINT: THE GREAT GOD ADVENTURE  
IS TO BE SHARED

POINTS
1. THE GREATEST ADVENTURE 

There are some pretty exciting stories to be found in the 
New Testament. The early church was just beginning and 
faced some serious opposition. People wanted to stop them 
meeting together and some died because of their preaching 
about Jesus.  

The Apostle Paul had some serious adventures! He was 
shipwrecked, beaten, imprisoned, smuggled, stoned, whipped, 
marooned and falsely accused. Paul was a tentmaker, church 
planter, theologian, writer, traveller and preacher who lived 
one adventurous life! 

Paul wrote this to his friend Timothy; 2 Timothy 4:6-7 (NLT), 
“As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering 
to God. The time of my death is near. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.”

When Paul looked back on his life, he saw the times God was 
at work and was able to say he trusted in Him. No matter what 
danger he faced, he trusted God no matter what happened. I 
would like to be able to say that about my life. How about 
you? 

2. ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

The best thing about this adventure called life is that we are 
never alone. God has designed this grand adventure to be 
shared with other people. We have a community of believers, 
other Christians, who are living the God adventure right 
alongside us. Paul was always quick to remind God’s people 
they weren’t alone and they needed each other along the way. 
In fact, they couldn’t do it alone!

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (The Message), “Gently encourage the 
stragglers, and reach out for the exhausted, pulling them to 
their feet. Be patient with each person, attentive to individual 
needs.”

We need the love and support of other believers. Paul is 
constantly reminding his friends to encourage, love and 
bring hope when things get tough. Hebrews 10:23-25 (The 
Message), “Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging 
love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as 
some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the 
big Day approaching.”

3. LETTERS TO LIVE BY

The Apostle Paul was completely dedicated to building the 
Church across the world. He travelled over 17,000 kms 
(10,000 miles) to build, encourage, preach and teach. There 
were no airplanes or fast trains to get around. There was no 
radio or television to broadcast their message. Paul travelled 
on foot and by boat! 

He wrote 13 books in the New Testament, they were letters 
written to churches in specific places or letters written 
specific people. Letters like the ones to Timothy and Titus are 
full of careful advice about church leadership and direction. 
Others like Romans or Galatians are deep, theological essays 
about righteousness and grace, while some are simple 
encouragements to beloved friends like Philemon.

They all share a central theme, Jesus and the work of the 
cross. Paul puts it simply in his letter to the church in Corinth; 
1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (The Message), “I didn’t try to impress you 
with polished speeches and the latest philosophy. I deliberately 
kept it plain and simple: first Jesus and who he is; then Jesus 
and what he did—Jesus crucified.” 

His letters are still relevant to us today. They teach and 
encourage us just as they did to their original readers. We’re 
all living out this same adventure - to live a life that follows 
Jesus and tell the world of His love. The great God adventure 
is to be shared!
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