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BIG MESSAGE ‘LIVE’

BIG PICTURE:
HOPE

BIG IDEA:
HAPPY HAPPY JOY JOY!

BIG POINT:
NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS, LIVING WITH HOPE BRINGS JOY

BIG WORD:
WE HAVE THIS HOPE AS AN ANCHOR FOR THE SOUL, FIRM AND SECURE. HEBREWS 6:19 (NIV)

DOCUMENT PURPOSE

Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants
the buyer (The Licensee) or the organisation they represent,
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG
print materials to fit their unique leadership requirements.
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our What We
Believe statement.

This document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture
FAITH HOPE & LOVE - HOPE. It contains a summary
of the BIG Message ‘LIVE’.

These resources are intended to be printed for use only by
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation into
a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study
this material prior to your service to be fully prepared
to minister to your children.

© Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.

The BIG ‘Faith Hope & Love’ User Guide document
contains all the service element information,
including the large group segment of your service.
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USER AGREEMENT

BIG PICTURE: HOPE
BIG IDEA: HAPPY HAPPY JOY JOY!

Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of this lesson children will:
• Learn that living with hope means we can be joyful
no matter what circumstances we face.
• Understand that when we face hard times, we can
praise God and put our trust in Him.
• Discover examples from God’s Word of people that
were joyful in hope.
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BIG POINT:

NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS,
LIVING WITH HOPE BRINGS JOY

BIG WORD:

WE HAVE THIS HOPE AS AN ANCHOR FOR THE SOUL,
FIRM AND SECURE. HEBREWS 6:19 (NIV)

BIG MESSAGE ‘LIVE’ OUTLINE

Scripture References:

DOCUMENT PURPOSE

Habakkuk 3:17-19

Use this outline to construct a message that works for you and your children’s
ministry.

Romans 15:13

Nehemiah 8:10

2 Corinthians 6:10
2 Corinthians 8:2

INTRO

Philippians 2:17-18

Rotten bananas and a cheerful heart

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Play a game of rotten bananas! Here’s how it works. Choose a volunteer to come to
the front, you will ask them a series of questions and the only answer they say is
“rotten bananas.” If they smile, laugh or say something else you can gently squirt
them with a water pistol. If they last 60 seconds without smiling, they can squirt
you with the water pistol.
Here are some questions you can ask...
“What’s your name?”
“What is that smell?”
“What did you eat for breakfast?”
“What is your grandmother’s name?”
“What do you swim in?”
“What colour is your favourite?”
“Why did you fall over?”
“What do you wash your hair with?”
“What is your house made out of?”

James 1:2-3
1 Peter 4:13
Supplies Needed:
A small water pistol or
water sprayer.
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Laughing and enjoying ourselves is so much fun! Did you know that when we live
with hope, we can have joy no matter what circumstances we face. Your life might
sometimes feel like a pile of rotten bananas but you can have joy! God is with you!
Proverbs 17:22 (NIRV) “A cheerful heart makes you healthy. But a broken spirit dries
you up.” When life looks like a rotten banana you can choose to have a cheerful
heart and be happy or you can choose to be sad. You can choose to live with hope
and joy! Living with hope brings joy and a cheerful heart!

1 Peter 1:8-9

BIG PICTURE: HOPE
BIG IDEA: HAPPY HAPPY JOY JOY!

STORYTELLING
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Paul and Silas are Thrown into Prison (Acts 16:16-40) - Paul and Silas Puppet Show

Reminder:

Narrator: Today we’re going to learn all about Paul and Silas and we’re going to have
some friends act out the story for us. They’re right here in this box, but they need
a drum roll and a big cheer before they appear and start their acting for us. They’re
going to act as Paul and Silas and share a story from the Bible.

This is a great time to
play the ‘Big Story’ video
to your group. We find
it breaks up your Big
Message Live really well
and keeps the children
focussed.

So drum roll please everyone and a big cheer…
[Puppets appear]
Paul: Hey… we’re stuck in this jail! What are we going to do.
Silas: There’s no way out. We’re in here now and we can’t get out. We’re behind bars,
in chains and the guards are watching our every move. How did we get ourselves into
this situation? We were just trying to do the right thing, share about Jesus and help
people.
Paul: Yes, we’ve been beaten up and left here in jail. Our surroundings aren’t looking
too good but we’ve got hope in God, so no matter what, we’re going to be joyful and
not loose our hope ok.
Silas: Things aren’t looking too good here. Let’s have hope in God and sing!
Paul: Sing?
Silas: Yes! Sing!

Options:
- If you are used to using
puppets this is a great
time to use them.
- Choose two children
you know well and use
them as human puppets.
They move only when
you move them and open
their mouths like puppets
as you speak for them.

Paul: Well I suppose worshipping God is always a good idea.
Silas: What should we sing?
Paul: Ummmm how about we sing Happy Birthday? (Starts singing…) Happy Birthday
to you, Happy Birthday to you…
Silas: Wait, no, I don’t think that’s the kind of song we need. Plus it’s no-one’s birthday
anyway!
Paul: Ok, I guess that’s not really singing and worshipping God either.
Paul and Silas: Sing the ‘Big Word’ song together. (Or a worship song that all the
children will know)
(As they’re singing flash lights and shake around)
Narrator: What’s happening? You started singing and worshipping God and now
there’s a big earthquake!
Paul: The jail doors have flung open, our chains are broken!
Narrator: The guard was so worried that he would be in big trouble because everyone
had run away! But they were all there. They told the guard all about Jesus and how
He could put his hope and trust in Jesus no matter what.
Paul: That’s right! The guard then told all of his family about Jesus too!
Silas: The guard took care of us and we were free. No matter what happened to us, we
lived with hope and had joy!
Paul: Even though we were in jail, we had hope and joy, we sang and we worshipped.
Narrator: No matter what happens living with hope brings joy. We don’t have to
worry, we can live with God’s peace.
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Silas: We’re free!

BIG PICTURE: HOPE
BIG IDEA: HAPPY HAPPY JOY JOY!

OBJECT LESSON

							

Think of your life like this bottle of water. Things that happen around us and to us are
called our circumstances. These might be things like: where we live, what other’s say
to us, how much money we do or don’t have, how others treat us, sickness, things that
go right or things that go wrong. Sometimes we have the opportunity to change our
circumstances, however often they are things out of our control.

FHL
2.3

Supplies Needed:
A clear plastic bottle of
fizzy sparkling water.

All of these things seem to come at us from the OUTSIDE. When we’re talking about
living with hope, we are talking about hope in God, hope that is on the INSIDE.
When we’re living with hope on the inside it doesn’t matter what comes at us from the
outside, things that might shake us (shake the bottle of fizzy water) from side to side,
up and down. No matter what happens, living with HOPE on the inside brings JOY!
(Bottle for fizzy water to overflow)
Hope and joy on the inside can overflow in any circumstance we face. Even in the
toughest of times, living with hope brings joy, joy that may not even make sense
given what circumstances you’re facing. Romans 15:13 (NIV) “May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

POINTS
1. Hope no matter what.
Don’t give up your hope in God. No matter what happens in your life, you can put your
hope in God and have joy. Life isn’t perfect, things go wrong, we get upset, sick, sad,
worried. Hold onto hope! Trust in God! Have joy! No matter what happens living with
hope brings joy. There are people who are facing the most terrible circumstances yet
their hope in God brings joy. Even Jesus faced tough times and He looked through the
pain of the present to see the joy ahead. He was on the cross, being beaten and facing
death, even still He never lost hope. He knew the joy that was to come.

Joy is more than just feeling happy. We might be happy when someone gives us a
present or when it’s a sunny day and everything is okay. It’s when things don’t go as
planned and everything around us might be falling apart and we remain joyful in God
in spite of our circumstances. Joy that comes from living with hope in God doesn’t
disappear at the first sign of trouble. Romans 15:13 (NIRV)”May the God who gives
hope fill you with great joy. May you have perfect peace as you trust in him. May the
power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope.”
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Hebrews 12:2 (NIRV) “Let us keep looking to Jesus. He is the author of faith. He also
makes it perfect. He paid no attention to the shame of the cross. He suffered there
because of the joy he was looking forward to. Then he sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.”

BIG PICTURE: HOPE
BIG IDEA: HAPPY HAPPY JOY JOY!
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2. Happy Happy Joy Joy.
When you wake up in the morning, do you lie in bed and think about all the things
that might go wrong that day? Do you live a life that expects things to go wrong or
do you look forward to the day and think about all the great things God might have
in store for you?If you expect things to go wrong, it’s more than likely that, you will
spend all day finding things that are wrong. If you live with hope and expect good
things, you will find joy! Proverbs 10:28 (ESV) “The hope of the righteous brings joy,
but the expectation of the wicked will perish.”
Think about your friends that don’t know Jesus as their friend yet. If people around
you know that you’re a Christian, would you want them to see you and think that
being a Christian is boring, sad and gives you no hope? Or would you want them to
see that you have hope and joy and live with God’s peace?
Philippians 4:4-7 (NIRV) “Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say
it again. Be joyful. Let everyone know how gentle you are. The Lord is coming soon.
Don’t worry about anything. Instead, tell God about everything. Ask and pray. Give
thanks to him. Then God’s peace will watch over your hearts and your minds because
you belong to Christ Jesus. God’s peace can never be completely understood.”
No matter what happens, living with joy brings hope. We don’t have to worry, we can
live with God’s peace! It might not make sense to have peace in midst of trouble, but
God’s peace can’t be explained! Live with joy! Live with hope!
3. Joyful in Hope
We can have hope in God even when we don’t know all the answers. There’s sometimes
a gap between when God has promised something and when it actually happens. A
time between when you pray for something and when God brings an answer. In the
gap don’t give up hope! Don’t give up joy!

Romans 12:12 (NIRV) “When you hope, be joyful. When you suffer, be patient. When
you pray, be faithful.”
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Imagine your dad said, “Next week we are going to go to the beach, I promise.” You
could spend the whole week waiting, hoping with a bad attitude, arms crossed,
pouting because you’re not at the beach yet. What a terrible week you’ve spent
waiting. Or you could wait with peace, patience, JOY and hope. Be joyful as you put
your hope in God. Have peace as you trust in Him. Romans 15:13 (NIRV) “May the
God who gives hope fill you with great joy. May you have perfect peace as you trust
in him. May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope.”

